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To the extent that eligible students who were not previously enrolled in a public school choose to participate in the Parental
School Choice Scholarship Program and receive a scholarship funded through the Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) to
attend a participating school, state general fund expenditures through the Minimum Foundation Program will increase by an
average of $5,035 per student.  The total potential increase is indeterminable; the costs will depend on the number of 
students participating and the allocation of the MFP for the school district.  The Department of Education has not been able to
determine the potential increase in expenditures related to the expansion of the accountability system to include nonpublic
schools and students.  There will be an increase in cost for the administration of the accountability system, an increase in
costs to administer assessments to nonpublic school students, and an increase for training provided to the nonpublic schools
for the teacher evaluations.

The proposed legislation allows any child eligible to attend school in Louisiana, including students currently enrolled in
nonpublic schools or home study programs, to receive a scholarship through the Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) to
enroll in a participating school.  For informational purposes, the FY 11-12 MFP state average per pupil share is $5,035.
Currently, there are approximately 9,000 home study students and 120,000 nonpublic school students.  If students currently
enrolled in nonpublic schools and home study programs participate in the program and receive scholarships, the Minimum
Foundation Program will increase by an average of $5,035 per student.  For illustrative purposes, if 10% of these students
were to participate, the increase in state general fund expenditures will be approximately $65 million.  If all of the home
study students participated and 20% of the nonpublic school students participated, the increase in state general fund
expenditures will be approximately $166 million.  If students currently attending public school participate and enroll in a
public school, home study program or nonpublic school, it is anticipated that state expenditures through the MFP will not 
change significantly.  However, in the event students attend schools outside of their home district, expenditures through the
MFP could increase or decrease depending on the difference in the state per pupil share for the districts.

If a significant number of current public school students leave the public school systems to attend nonpublic schools or home
study programs local school system expenditures may decrease.     continued page 2

The proposed legislation creates the Parental School Choice Scholarship Program to be administered by the Department of
Education.  The legislation defines eligible student as any child required to attend school pursuant to R.S. 17:221.  A
participating school is defined as follows:  1) every public elementary and secondary school; 2) any BESE approved nonpublic
school choosing to accept students; and 3) any BESE approved home study program that chooses to accept scholarship
recipients.  Beginning with the 2012-13 school year, an eligible student may choose to attend a participating school provided
there is sufficient capacity regardless of school system boundaries.  The Department of Education is required to determine
student eligibility, match student to schools, and remit scholarship payments.  The scholarship payment will be provided as
follows:  1) to enroll in a public school the amount will be equal to the Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) per pupil
allocation of the school system where the student is enrolled; 2) to enroll in a participating    continued on page 2

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Continued explanation of the purpose of the bill:

nonpublic school the amount will be equal to the state portion of the MFP per pupil allocation to the governing authority of
the school system where the school is located; and 3) to enroll in a home study program the amount will be equal to the
state portion of the MFP per pupil allocation to the governing authority of the school system where the school is located.  All
accountability tests will be administered to participating students.  Any nonpublic school with an enrollment of 50 or more
students and which receives state funds will be required to participate in the School and District Accountability System and
meet the same certification requirements for teachers and administrators in public schools and be evaluated in the same 
manner established pursuant to R.S. 17:3881 through 3905.

Continued explanation of the expenditure impact of the bill:

Note:  This fiscal note assumes that the scholarship amount provided to students attending public schools will be the state
per pupil amount allocated to the school district.  However, the legislation is not clear whether that scholarship amount would
include the local per pupil share as well.  If the legislation intends to include the local per pupil share for students to attend
public schools, state expenditures will increase significantly (by $3,494 per pupil).
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